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A Name

Is Familiar,
The Face,
Less So

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

PHOENIX — Ben Quayla was
bern two days after his: father,
Dxan, was first elected to Con-
gress, and remembers well fass-
ing a foothall with him on Capitel
Hill between wvates. He could
have lived without the consiant
ribbing of his family — partic-
ularly the whole potato thing —
but his memaries of Washingten
are largely gavzy and pleasant.

Since his father, who served as
vice president under President
George Bush, axited the scene in
1893, the younger Mr. Quayle's
life has been clearly apelitical —
he hasn't even voted in local elec-
tiens since he registered here in
1997, But now he s petting into
his father's old game, -

“Itwas time for metostopyell-

ing at the TV," said Mr. Quayla,
33, in an interview at a cafe here,
“and throw my kat in the ring ™

Wha hasn't? The Republican
primary contest in the Third Con-
gressional District in this fargely
wealthy swath of nocthern Fhce-
nix captures both the fluky qual.
ity of primary rages in Arizona —
in which indzpendents can vote
— a3z well as the everyoody-(n-
the-pool nature of politics this
year, with a procession of candi-
dates caught up in a populist
backlash.

The delicious chance to sup on
a rare open Congressional seat
emerged in Jamuary, when Rep-
resentative John Shadege, an
eight-term  Republican, made o
surprise announcement that he
would not seek re-election. So far
there are eight Republicans in
that party’s primary; on the
Democratic side there is ane can-
didate. The district has a heavy
Republican majerity and a histo.
ry of slecting Republicans; in
2008, Mr. Shadegg deleated his
Democratic appanent by 12 per-
centage peints,

Mr. Quayle has the most fa-
mous name, at least among vol-
ers of a certain age. But he faces
gther candidates with notable bi-
Inchuding  Vernon
Parker, who grew up in poverty

in Califarnia, rose lo become the:

first black mayer of his almost
all-white town and has the en-
dorsement af the tough-on-file-
gal-immigrants  Sheriff  Joe
Arpaio. Mr, Parker would be the
only black Republican congrass-
man if elected.

Many of the candidates seem
to know each other. “Vernon has
been a good friend,” said one of
thern, Iim Waring, a term-limited
state lawmaker, about Mr. Park-
er. "We've socialized. Sometimes
in primaries you tun against peo-

- ple you really ke

Mr, Quayle (s the exception. *1
can tall you I never heard of him,”

sald Pamela Gorman, a conserva- *

tive state lawmaker who recently

. qult to run for the seat. *T wasn't

Ben Quay!e, left, got an early introduction to pnluﬁcs In 1988, his family was photegraphed with Vice President George Bush, who
was running for president, at the vice-presidential residence. Dan Quayle, third from left, was Mr. Bush’s running mate.
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Mr. Quayle, now 33, is running for the House, Amang his pri-
mary opponents is Vernan Parker, below. In all, there are eight

entirely sure he even lived in Ari-
zana. All we could look up'was his
public records. S0 now we know
his first pame is Ben and he
passed the bar a year of 5o ago
and he hasn't voted.”

It his first name is nat one an
lips of his competitars, ME

- Republicans seeking the nomination for the open seat.

Quayle said, it is because he has

been busy with his business, a
small investment firm, They will
hear maore from him soon, he
said. *I think people realize that

*have 1o goout and prove mysell”

he said
“I think a lot of people can see

‘In Arizona, a

second-generation
Quayle seeks office,

themselves in me,” he added,
“having gone through a period in
their lives when they were fo-
cused on building their caresrs
and were ndt as involved as they
should be.”

But his interest in the job, he
said, is real — and possibly even
congenital. “The honar of public
service was fnstilled in me at a
young age” he said. A childhood
In Washington was all ke really
knew, “Tt was my life,” he said, "It
was difffcult at the center of at-
tenticn but all in all ft was a greal
experience” So he toyed, he
mulled, he decided o take the
leap.

Still, it was his father who took
it upon himself te announce his
son’s Intentions during an inter-
view with Fox News a few weeks
ago, something the younger e
Quayle learned gbout only when
his phone began to vibrate madly
during ameeting. *1 know he was
just being a proud father” Mr.
Quayle said. “But he did go off
message”

Mr. Quayle said his politics
were very similar to those of his
father, theugh he zald he was
“even mose free markel® than
the farmer vice president was .

Mr. Parker's read to the prima-
ry was very different. The mayor
of Paradize Valley, a suburb of
Phoenix, Mr. Parker, 50, was born
in Houston ta a poor mother who
turned him over lo’'his grand-
mother, who was herself living in
an impaverished area of Lang
Beach, Calif.

* money frem his grandmother,

_ingten.”
tause fallure was not an option.”

After graduating from cellege
and buying a small home, he sold
it and used the proceeds — and

who cleaned homes — Lo go'lo
Georgetown Law School. *[
bought a one-way ticket to Wash-
Mr. Parker said. .“Be-

He met his wile, an Arizonan,

there.

A chilkihood lived among drug
users and multigenerational pub-
lic housing residents formed his
vision, and a chance meeling
wilh Les Atwater, who was a Re-
publican strategist, his politics. *T
know people who've béen so de-
pendent on the government that
they still fird themselves in ‘a
trap — and that is the trust fund
they have handed down to their
children;” sald r. Parker, whose
he-can't-be-50 face smiles warm-

1y y

Itis all something Mr. Parker's
family has had trouble abiding.
“I'm net sure any of them would
vote for me,"he gald, He was ad- |
vised against running for mayor
in 2008 in Paradise Valley, which
is meariy all white, bacause, he
sald one person teld him euphe-
mistically, he was "fall= He won
with 67 percent of the vole,

The interesting crosscurrents
in the contest are seemingly end-
less. Nir, Parker appéears 1o enjay
suppert from the same pecple
getting behind former Represent-
ative J. D, Hayworth, wha is chal-
lenging Senator John McCaln in
the Républican primary with a
hard right elbow to the ribs,

*['love 1. D, and Verngn,” said
Barbara Espinosa, who was at-
tending a Tecent rally for Ar.
Hayworth here, "He's calm, he's
collected and he's conservative. [
know Vernon Parker. [ den't
know Ben Quayle”




